
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1208
 
Main Petitioner: Carol Ann Bowmaker 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to amend 
all relevant legislation to ensure that it is the Private Rented Housing 
Committee, and not the private tenant, that is cited as respondent/defender in 
any appeal by a private owner/landlord to discharge a Repairing Standard 
Enforcement Order.   
  
 
Introduction  
 
The petitioner lives in a privately rented property that has an outstanding 
Repairing Standard Enforcement Order on it. The Repairing Standard 
Enforcement Order was issued to the owners/landlords of the property by the 
Private Rented Housing Committee. 
 
The landlord has appealed to the court to have the outstanding Repairing 
Standard Enforcement Order discharged. The petitioner claims that both the 
Private Rented Housing Committee and the owners/landlords are attempting 
to have her, the private tenant, named as the respondent/defender in the 
appeal. The petitioner argues the Private Rented Housing Committee should 
be named as the respondent/defender.  
 
Background 

The Repairing Standard was introduced by the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 
in September 2007.  It sets a fairly basic standard which privately rented 
properties must meet. It is the landlord’s responsibility to ensure that the 
standard is met.  

The 2006 Act created a new mechanism for enforcing the landlord’s duty to 
meet the Repairing Standard - the Private Rented Housing Panel (PRHP). 
The PRHP is an expanded version of the previous Rent Assessment Panel 
(RAP).  
 
A tenant who believes that the landlord has failed to comply with the duty to 
meet the Repairing Standard will be able to apply to the PRHP. Cases 
accepted by the PRHP are heard by Private Rented Housing Committees 
(PRHCs). These committees have various powers, including the power to 
issue a Repairing Standard Enforcement Order, which requires landlords to 
carry out specified repairs.  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1208.htm


 

According to the Explanatory Notes to the Act1, “The president of the Panel 
must monitor how the Committees exercise their functions in relation to the 
repairing standard and can give guidance and (except in relation to particular 
cases) directions.” 
 
Section 64 (4) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 provides rights of appeal by 
summary application to the sheriff (for landlords and tenants) against 
decisions of the Private Rented Housing Committee.  The Private Rented 
Housing Committee takes the view that it should not be a named party in such 
appeals and instead any litigation should be between the landlord and tenant.  
As the legislation does not specify the role of the Committee in respect of 
such appeals, this may ultimately be a matter for the courts to determine. 
 
 
 
Kate Berry 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
 

                                            
1 http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/acts2006/en/aspen_20060001_en_1.htm#end 
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